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Unique Lighting Systems, Inc.,  
Nate Mullen and Randy Weisser 
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

 

UNIQUE LIGHTING SYSTEMS, INC., a 
California corporation, NATE MULLEN, 
an individual, and RANDY WEISSER, an 
individual, 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 

v. 
 
LANDSCAPE LIGHTING WORLD dba 
www.landscapelightingworld.com, 
LLW ENTERPRISE, LLC, a Florida 
limited liability company, VOLT 
CORPORATION, VOLT, LLC, a Florida 
limited liability company, ALAN 
BRYNJOLFSSON, an individual, and 
DOES 1-100, inclusive, 
 

Defendants. 
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I. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1. This action arises under the Patent Laws of the United States, Title 

35, United States Code, and under the common law of the United States.  This Court has 

original and exclusive jurisdiction of this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 

1338(a). 

2. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants in this action 

and venue is proper in this judicial district under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b) and (c) because, as 

alleged below: (a) Defendants have intentionally engaged in substantial business within 

this forum amounting to sufficient minimum contacts, including but not limited to, the 

offering and selling their infringing products in this judicial district; (b) the harm caused 

to Plaintiffs by Defendants’ acts and omissions was targeted at Plaintiffs and designed to 

impact Plaintiffs in this judicial district; and (c) a substantial part of the acts or omissions 

giving rise to the asserted claims occurred or had effects in this judicial district.   

II. 

PARTY ALLEGATIONS 

3. Plaintiff Unique Lighting Systems, Inc. (“Unique Lighting”) is a 

corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of California, and has 

its principal place of business at 1240 Simpson Way, Escondido, California 92029.  

Plaintiff Nate Mullen (“Mr. Mullen”) is an individual residing in the County of San 

Diego.  Plaintiff Randy Weisser (“Mr. Weisser”) is an individual residing in the County 

of San Diego (collectively referred to as “Plaintiffs”). 
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4. On information and belief, Landscape Lighting World is an entity of 

unknown type having its principal place of business located at 15486 N. Nebraska 

Avenue, Lutz, Florida 33549 and doing business as and through its website 

www.landscapelightingworld.com.  On information and belief, 

www.landscapelightingworld.com is a division of Volt Corporation.   

5. On information and belief, Defendant LLW Enterprise, LLC is a 

limited liability company organized under the laws of the State of Florida and has its 

principal place of business located at 15486 N. Nebraska Avenue, Lutz, Florida 33549.   

6. On information and belief, Defendant Volt Corporation is an entity 

of unknown type having its principal place of business located at 15486 N. Nebraska 

Avenue, Lutz, Florida 33549.   

7. On information and belief, Defendant Volt LLC is a limited liability 

company organized under the laws of the State of Florida and has its principal place of 

business located at 17027 Candeleda de Avila, Tampa, Florida 33613.   

8. On information and belief, Defendant Alan Brynjolfsson (“Mr. 

Brynjolfsson”) is an individual residing in Hillsborough County, Florida (all defendants 

referred to collectively as “Defendants”).  On information and belief, Mr. Brynjolfsson is 

the owner and only managing member of defendant LLW Enterprise, LLC.  On 

information and belief, Mr. Brynjolfsson is the owner and a managing member of 

defendant Volt LLC.  On information and belief, Mr. Brynjolfsson is the President and 

owner of defendants Volt Corporation and Landscape Lighting World.   

9. On information and belief, Mr. Brynjolfsson controls all of the 

business activities, including but not limited to the infringing activities alleged herein, of 
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all other defendants such that there is a unity of interest and ownership between 

Defendants and Mr. Brynjolfsson and such that the separate personalities of those entities 

and Mr. Brynjolfsson do not exist.  On information and belief, the entity defendants are 

merely shells designed to avoid personal liability for the infringing activities alleged 

herein that are directed and controlled by Mr. Brynjolfsson.   

10. On information and belief, defendants Volt, LLC and LLW 

Enterprise, LLC are and were inactive and invalid limited liability companies during 

Defendants’ infringing activities.  On information and belief, Volt Corporation is not and 

was not a validly registered corporation during Defendants’ infringing activities.   

11. On information and belief, all of the Defendants were at all times the 

partners, officers, agents, assignees, successors-in-interest, co-conspirators, principals, 

alter egos, or employees of each other or were otherwise responsible for, contributed to, 

or participated in the acts and omissions alleged herein, and thereby incurred liability 

therefore.  As a result, failure to disregard Defendants separate identities would result in 

an inequitable result regarding liability for the infringing activities alleged herein. 

12. Plaintiffs do not know the true names and capacities, whether 

individuals, corporations, companies, partnerships, joint ventures, or otherwise of 

defendant DOES 1-100, inclusive.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe, and on that basis 

allege, that each fictitious defendant was in some way responsible for, participated in, or 

contributed to the matters and things of which Plaintiffs complain, and in some fashion, 

has legal responsibility.  When the exact nature and identity of such fictitious defendants 

or defendants' responsibility for participation and contribution to the matters and things 

alleged in this Complaint is ascertained, Plaintiffs will seek leave to amend this 

Complaint. 
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III. 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 

13. The allegations of paragraphs 1-12 above are hereby re-alleged and 

incorporated herein by reference. 

14. Based in San Diego County, Unique Lighting is an innovator in the 

field of low voltage landscape lighting having developed a patented method that allows 

customers and contractors to properly install a well-designed lighting system to achieve 

uniform voltage drop.  This patented method includes the multi-matic transformer hub 

wiring method and numerous high quality fixtures and designs covered by design patents 

and other intellectual property protection.   

15. Unique Lighting is the exclusive licensee of the following United 

States Patents: (1) U.S. Patent No. 6,502,967 entitled “Gimble ring lighting fixture 

support” which was duly and lawfully issued by the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office (“USPTO”) on January 7, 2003; (2) U.S. Patent No. D495,079 entitled “Pulsar 

lighting fixture” which was duly and lawfully issued by the USPTO on August 24, 2004; 

(3) U.S. Patent No. D550,877 entitled “Light fixture” which was duly and lawfully issued 

by the USPTO on September 11, 2007; (4) U.S. Patent No. D551,789 entitled “Light 

fixture” which was duly and lawfully issued by the USPTO on September 25, 2007; and 

(5) U.S. Patent No. 7,699,481 entitled “Method of wiring lighting fixtures to achieve 

uniform voltage drop” which was duly and lawfully issued by the USPTO on 

April 20, 2010 (collectively “the Patents-in-Suit”).   

16. Plaintiffs Mr. Mullen and Mr. Weisser each own an undivided 50% 

interest in the Patents-in-Suit.  A true and correct copy of U.S. Patent No. 6,502,967 

(“the ‘967 patent”) is attached as Exhibit 1.  A true and correct copy of U.S. Patent No. 
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D495,079 (“the ‘079 patent”) is attached as Exhibit 2.  A true and correct copy of U.S. 

Patent No. D550,877 (“the ‘877 patent”) is attached as Exhibit 3.  A true and correct copy 

of U.S. Patent No. D551,789 (“the ‘789 patent”) is attached as Exhibit 4.  A true and 

correct copy of U.S. Patent No. 7,699,481 is attached as Exhibit 5.  By statute, the 

Patents-in-Suit are presumed valid and enforceable under 35 U.S.C. §282.   

17. On information and belief, Defendants, by and through their agents, 

employees and servants, make, have made, manufacture, have manufactured, import, use, 

offer for sale, and/or sell products embodying the invention(s) of the Patents-in-Suit 

without authorization, permission or license.  Defendants offer for sale and sell the 

infringing products through multiple marketing streams including offering and selling 

infringing products directly to customers in this judicial district through their interactive 

website, www.landscapelightingworld.com via the Internet.   

18. On information and belief, Defendants actively induce infringement 

of the Patents-in-Suit with the specific intent to encourage the direct infringement by 

consumers who purchase products from Defendants, including but not limited to 

Defendants’ “Hub System” and “Hub System ready” products.  

19. On information and belief, Mr. Brynjolfsson is and was at all times 

relevant to this action personally aware of the Patents-in-Suit and personally acted with 

the specific intent to encourage the direct infringement by the entity defendants that he 

controls and by customers of those entity defendants.    
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FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

(Infringement of U.S. Patent No. 6,502,967) 

20. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate herein by reference the allegations 

contained in Paragraphs 1 through 19 of this Complaint, as set forth above. 

21. Defendants, by and through their agents, employees, and servants, 

have infringed one or more claims of the ‘967 patent by making, having made, 

manufacturing, having manufactured, importing, using, offering for sale, and/or selling, 

without Plaintiffs’ authority, products embodying the claimed invention(s), including but 

not limited to Defendants’ Well Light PAR36 product.  On information and belief, Mr. 

Brynjolfsson has actively assisted the other defendants in their infringement.   

22. By reason of Defendants’ infringement, Plaintiffs have suffered and 

are suffering damages, including but not limited to, lost sales and impairment of the value 

of the ‘967 patent, in an amount yet to be determined. 

23. Upon information and belief, Defendants’ acts of infringement are 

willful, having been committed with notice and knowledge of Plaintiffs’ patent rights.  

Upon information and belief, Defendants committed their acts of willful infringement by 

intentionally copying a design that they knew was patented.   

24. Defendants’ acts of infringement are causing irreparable harm to 

Plaintiffs and will continue to cause irreparable harm unless enjoined by this Court. 
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SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
 

(Infringement of U.S. Patent No. D495,079) 

25. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate herein by reference the allegations 

contained in Paragraphs 1 through 24 of this Complaint, as set forth above. 

26. Defendants, by and through their agents, employees, and servants, 

have infringed the claimed ornamental design of the ‘079 patent by making, having made, 

manufacturing, having manufactured, importing, using, offering for sale, and/or selling, 

without Plaintiffs’ authority, products embodying the claimed invention, including but not 

limited to Defendants’ product called “The Tank.”  On information and belief, Mr. 

Brynjolfsson has actively assisted the other defendants in their infringement.   

27. By reason of Defendants’ infringement, Plaintiffs have suffered and 

are suffering damages, including but not limited to, lost sales and impairment of the value 

of the ‘079 patent, in an amount yet to be determined. 

28. Upon information and belief, Defendants’ acts of infringement are 

willful, having been committed with notice and knowledge of Plaintiffs’ patent rights.  

Upon information and belief, Defendants committed their acts of willful infringement by 

intentionally copying a design that they knew was patented.   

29. Defendants’ acts of infringement are causing irreparable harm to 

Plaintiffs and will continue to cause irreparable harm unless enjoined by this Court. 
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THIRD CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
 

(Infringement of U.S. Patent No. D550,877) 

 
30. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate herein by reference the allegations 

contained in Paragraphs 1 through 29 of this Complaint, as set forth above. 

31. Defendants, by and through their agents, employees, and servants, 

have infringed the claimed ornamental design of the ‘877 patent by making, having made, 

manufacturing, having manufactured, importing, using, offering for sale, and/or selling, 

without Plaintiffs’ authority, products embodying the claimed invention, including but not 

limited to Defendants’ “Big Splash” product.  On information and belief, Mr. 

Brynjolfsson has actively assisted the other defendants in their infringement.   

32. By reason of Defendants’ infringement, Plaintiffs have suffered and 

are suffering damages, including but not limited to, lost sales and impairment of the value 

of the ‘877 patent, in an amount yet to be determined. 

33. Upon information and belief, Defendants’ acts of infringement are 

willful, having been committed with notice and knowledge of Plaintiffs’ patent rights.  

Upon information and belief, Defendants committed their acts of willful infringement by 

intentionally copying a design that they knew was patented.   

34. Defendants’ acts of infringement are causing irreparable harm to 

Plaintiffs and will continue to cause irreparable harm unless enjoined by this Court.  
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FOURTH CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
 

(Infringement of U.S. Patent No. D551,789) 

 
35. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate herein by reference the allegations 

contained in Paragraphs 1 through 34 of this Complaint, as set forth above. 

36. Defendants, through their agents, employees, and servants, have 

infringed the claimed ornamental design of the ‘789 patent by making, having made, 

manufacturing, having manufactured, importing, using, offering for sale, and/or selling, 

without Plaintiffs’ authority, products embodying the claimed invention, including but not 

limited to Defendants’ “Gentle Splash” product.  On information and belief, Mr. 

Brynjolfsson has actively assisted the other defendants in their infringement.   

37. By reason of Defendants’ infringement, Plaintiffs have suffered and 

are suffering damages, including but not limited to, lost sales and impairment of the value 

of the ‘789 patent, in an amount yet to be determined. 

38. Upon information and belief, Defendants’ acts of infringement are 

willful, having been committed with notice and knowledge of Plaintiffs’ patent rights.  

Upon information and belief, Defendants committed their acts of willful infringement by 

intentionally copying a design that they knew was patented.   

39. Defendants’ acts of infringement are causing irreparable harm to 

Plaintiffs and will continue to cause irreparable harm unless enjoined by this Court. 
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FIFTH CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

(Infringement of U.S. Patent No. 7,699,481) 

40. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporate herein by reference the allegations 

contained in Paragraphs 1 through 39 of this Complaint, as set forth above. 

41. Defendants, through their agents, employees, and servants, have 

infringed one or more claims of the ‘481 patent by making, having made, manufacturing, 

having manufactured, importing, using, offering for sale, and/or selling, without 

Plaintiffs’ authority, products embodying and/or utilizing the claimed invention(s), 

including but not limited to Defendants’ “Hub System” and “Hub System ready” fixtures.   

42. Upon information and belief, Defendants have actively induced 

customers to directly infringe the ‘481 patent by making, having made, manufacturing, 

having manufactured, importing, using, offering for sale, and selling equipment, including 

but not limited to Defendants’ “Hub System” and “Hub System ready” products, to be 

used by the customers in the direct infringement of the ‘481 patent.  Upon information 

and belief, Defendants are intentionally advising, instructing and/or directing the 

customers how to carry out direct infringement by practicing the steps of the claimed 

method(s) with the specific intent to encourage direct infringement by consumers who 

purchased Defendants’ “Hub System” and “Hub System ready” products.  On information 

and belief, Mr. Brynjolfsson has actively assisted the other Defendants in their direct 

infringement and their intentional inducement of direct infringement.   

43. By reason of Defendants’ infringement, Plaintiffs have suffered and 

are suffering damages, including but not limited to, lost sales and impairment of the value 

of the ‘481 patent, in an amount yet to be determined. 
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44. Upon information and belief, Defendants’ acts of infringement are 

willful, having been committed with notice and knowledge of Plaintiffs’ patent rights.  

Upon information and belief, Defendants committed their acts of willful infringement by 

intentionally copying a design and/or methodology that they knew was patented.   

45. Defendants’ acts of infringement are causing irreparable harm to 

Plaintiffs and will continue to cause irreparable harm unless enjoined by this Court. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for:  

A. Judgment that Defendants have infringed U.S Patent No. 6,502,967. 

B. An award of damages for infringement of U.S Patent No. 6,502,967 in an 

amount to be determined at trial. 

C. Additional damages for willful infringement of U.S Patent No. 6,502,967 in 

an amount to be determined at trial. 

D. A preliminary and thereafter permanent injunction prohibiting Defendants 

and their officers, agents, servants, employees, and attorneys, and those persons in active concert 

or participation with them, from further infringement of U.S Patent No. 6,502,967. 

E. Judgment that Defendants have infringed U.S Patent No. D495,079. 

F. An award of damages for infringement of U.S Patent No. D495,079 in an 

amount to be determined at trial. 

G. Additional damages for willful infringement of U.S Patent No. D495,079 in 

an amount to be determined at trial. 

H. A preliminary and thereafter permanent injunction prohibiting Defendants 

and their officers, agents, servants, employees, and attorneys, and those persons in active concert 

or participation with them, from further infringement of U.S Patent No. D495,079. 

I. Judgment that Defendants have infringed U.S. Patent No. D550,877. 
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J. An award of damages for infringement of U.S. Patent No. D550,877 in an 

amount to be determined at trial. 

K. Additional damages for willful infringement of U.S. Patent No. D550,877 

in an amount to be determined at trial. 

L. A preliminary and thereafter permanent injunction prohibiting Defendants 

and their officers, agents, servants, employees, and attorneys, and those persons in active concert 

or participation with them, from further infringement of U.S. Patent No. D550,877. 

M. Judgment that Defendants have infringed U.S. Patent No. D551,789. 

N. An award of damages for infringement of U.S. Patent No. D551,789 in an 

amount to be determined at trial. 

O. Additional damages for willful infringement of U.S. Patent No. D551,789 

in an amount to be determined at trial. 

P. A preliminary and thereafter permanent injunction prohibiting Defendants 

and their officers, agents, servants, employees, and attorneys, and those persons in active concert 

or participation with them, from further infringement of U.S. Patent No. D551,789 . 

Q. Judgment that Defendants have infringed U.S. Patent No. 6,129,978. 

R. An award of damages for infringement of U.S. Patent No. 7,699,481 in an 

amount to be determined at trial. 

S. Additional damages for willful infringement of U.S. Patent No. 7,699,481 

in an amount to be determined at trial. 

T. A preliminary and thereafter permanent injunction prohibiting Defendants 

and their officers, agents, servants, employees, and attorneys, and those persons in active concert 

or participation with them, from further infringement of U.S. Patent No. 7,699,481. 

U. Judgment that this is an exceptional case under 35 U.S.C. § 285 and 

awarding Plaintiffs’ their reasonable attorneys' fees.  

/// 

/// 

/// 
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Civil Cover Sheet Attachment 

I. (c) Plaintiffs’ Attorneys’ (Firm Name, Address, and Telephone Number) 

Schwartz Semerdjian Haile Ballard & Cauley LLP 
101 W Broadway Ste 810, San Diego, CA 92101 
Telephone:  619-236-8821 
James R. Ballard 
 

Law Office of Jon E. Maki 
4135 Calle Isabelino 
San Diego, CA 92130 
Telephone:  858-876-2580 
Jon E. Maki 

 

Defendants (cont’d) 

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING WORLD dba www.landscapelightingworld.com, 
LLW ENTERPRISE, LLC, VOLT CORPORATION, VOLT, LLC, ALAN BRYNJOLFSSON, 
and DOES 1 100, inclusive. 
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